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embattled health agency 


What happened when 
whistle-blowers raised 
questions in 2015? 


BY DALE DENWALT 
AND BRIANNA BAILEY 
Staff Writers 


One of Preston Doerflinger’s 
first moves Tuesday as interim 
head of the beleaguered Okla- 
homa Department of Health was 


to force out the agency’s chief 
lawyer. 

Don Maisch’s ouster follows 
the resignation of Health Com- 
missioner Terry Cline and Cline’s 
top deputy, Julie Cox-Kain, at an 
emergency State Board of Health 
meetingthe night before. 

The department’s Business 
Planning Director Felesha Scan- 
lan resigned Monday. 

They could not be reached for 
comment. 


State officials are now looking 
into claims of misappropriation 
and overspending. However, 
state and federal investigators 
were warned about problems 
at the Oklahoma Department of 
Health nearly three years ago, 
according to records obtained 
by The Oklahoman. 

Around late 2014 or Janu- 
ary 2015, a whistleblower asked 
Scott Pruitt, then state attorney 
general, to investigate what 
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was described in a letter as 
“several crimes being commit- 
ted at the State Department of 
Health.” 

It’s not clear how vigorously 
Pruitt investigated the com- 
plaint, if at all. 

State and local officials are 
now puzzled by the department’s 
sudden, midyear shortfall, 
reported to be at least $10 million. 


SEE HEALTH, 4A 


Traffic drives past one of the highway signs that warn drivers to stay out of the left lane near El Reno on Wednesday. A new state law starts in 
November restricting the left lane for passing only. [PHOTO BY CHRIS LANDSBERGER, THE OKLAHOMAN] 


New law bans most left-lane driving 


BY BEN FELDER 
Staff Writer 
bfelder@oklahoman.com 


Motorists can no lon- 
ger legally drive in the left 
lane of a multilane roadway, 
although the Oklahoma High- 
way Patrol admits the new law 
will be enforced with discre- 
tion — especially along road- 
ways with heavy congestion or 
where right lanes are in need of 
repair. 

“We are not going to enforce 
this thing during rush hour 


TODAY’S PRAYER 

Forgiving God, please empower 
me to forgive others as You 
have forgiven me. Amen. 


What did the state Legisla- 
ture accomplish Tuesday? 
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in these congested areas or 
in these busy four-lane city 
roadways,” said Trooper 
Dwight Durant, a spokesman 
for the Department of Public 
Safety. 
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But Durant said motorists 
should pay close attention to 
the new law along the turn- 
pikes and other interstates 
and highways outside of metro 
areas. 

He also said troopers would 
be mindful of state roads 
where the right lane might be 
in worse shape than the left, 
which often leads to motorists 
cruising down the left lane to 
avoid potholes. 

“We travel these road- 
ways ... we know why you are 
there,” said Durant, referring 
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to a right lane in disrepair. 
“Are you breaking the law? 
Yes, technically you are. But 
we have discretion just like we 
do in other laws.” 

Impeding the normal flow 
of traffic in the left lane had 
already been against the law. 
But beginning Wednesday, any 
motorist in the left lane who is 
not passing another vehicle, 
even without any other traffic 
in the area, is violating the law 
and could face a $235 fine. 


SEE LAW, 2A 
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Go to 
Oklahoman. 
com to 

watch a video 
about the 
beleaguered state 

Health Department. 


Authorities stand near a dam- 
aged Home Depot truck after a 
motorist drove onto a bike path. 
[AP PHOTO] 


Inquiry 

continues 
in deadly 
NY attack 


BY COLLEEN LONG 
AND JAKE PEARSON 
Associated Press 


NEW YORK — A man in a 
rented pickup truck mowed 
down pedestrians and cyclists 
along a busy bike path near the 
World Trade Center memo- 
rial on Tuesday, killing at least 
eight and seriously injuring 11 
in what the mayor called “a 
particularly cowardly act of 
terror.” 

The driver was shot in the 
abdomen by police after jump- 
ing out of the truck with what 
turned out to be a fake gun in 
each hand and shouting what 
witnesses said was “Allahu 
Akbar,” Arabic for “God is 
great,” authorities said. The 
man underwent surgery and 
was in critical condition but 
was expected to survive. 

Officials who were not 
authorized to discuss the 
investigation and spoke on the 
condition of anonymity iden- 
tified the attacker as 29-year- 
old Sayfullo Saipov and said he 
is from Uzbekistan and came to 
the U.S. legally in 2010. He has 
a Florida driver’s license but 
may have been staying in New 
Jersey, they said. 
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LUNCH AND LEARN 
Mebicare 101 


Learn the basics about Medicare 
Parts A, B, C and D during this 
informative presentation with lunch. 


December 4* e 11:00 am 


701 N.E. 10th 
Oklahoma City, OK 73104 


Seating is limited. To register or if you have questions, please call Mary at 405-280-5539. 


